German Culture

many. Consequently the south-western regions of Germany
enjoyed the blessing of Roman civilization for some two
centuries only, while Britain remained Roman for four
hundred years, and France for five hundred. By this England
and France gained an enormous cultural start over Germany ;
which made even the "greatest" Germans, like Frederick the
Great, Goethe, Winckelmann, Diirer, Holbein, and Nietzsche,
the humble admirers of south-western superiority. l

WERNER  HEGEMANN,   1934

The spiritual dearth of the German post-war period was
fundamentally a dearth of intellect ; it was one of those epochs
of intellectual helplessness, when everything that cannot
exist without genuine intellect must finally go to the dogs,
especially if it cannot draw the vital forces which it needs,
if it is to survive this state of affairs, from the treasury of an
intellectual tradition and a cultural inheritance.

EDGAR ALEXANDER,   1937